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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to a description of the original state of the theatre, 'the Adam style of

architecture was used throughout. Interior decorations featured mulberry silk tapestry

panels and shades of pearl gray, azure blue, gold and violet. The large central dome
in the auditorium ceiling was decorated with four classic figures representing Music,
Song,Dance and Myth. Two paintings by New York artist Leo Sielke graced either side
of tl’qe ladies' lounging room, one entitled "A Nymphal Sunset Dance" and the other

"Fountain of Inspiration". The classical motif was carried out on the exterior by a
bas-relief of dancing muses'". Music was provided by an orchegtra featuring a $12,000

pipe orgai. Special children's shows featuring vaudeville acts were given on Saturday

morning".

The L-shaped theatre has a 33rd Street marquee as well as the main oune which faces
Greenmount Avenue. The Boulevard's 33rd Street marquee, one of the earliest of its
kind, is a multi-bulbed, electric rectangular sign. A bowed, aluminum and plastic
marquee looms out over the Greemmount Avenue entrance.

Boxed cornices with projecting eaves and decorated friezes are located below the
roof line. Two pilasters serve to divide the rectangular 2-D relief sculpture.

The interior of the structure has not been surveyed.

Robert Kirk Headley, Jr. Exit: A History of Movies in Baltimore, 197L, p.52.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1921

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Ewald G. Blanke

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boulevard theatre was constructed during the Golden Age of movies together with
the origination of giant movie palaces, lavish stage spectaculars, fancy organs and

budding talking pictures.
Eyring and Sons.

The theatre was designed by Ewald G. Blanke for Alfred E.
The opening had been heralded for over a year and Baltimore news-

papers of November, 1920, carried sketches of the interior and 33rd Street exterior,
which featured one of the first, multi-bulbed, eye catching electric marquees of its

time.

1921 and had the official public showing, two day's later.

The theatre opened with a private showing of, YA Man's Home", on October 8,

In February, 1922, the building was purchased at auction by the Boulevard Theatre

mpany for $145,000.

‘farquee, on the Greenmount Avenue exterior, was added.

It was also probably around this time that the Boulevard
The sign provided the theatre

with a touch of Art Deco as evidenced by the patterning with the borders of the bowed,

aluminum and plastic construction.

The building was sold again at auction in 1926 for $100,0Q0, when it was purchased

by the Durkee organization.
the present owners.
for the Greenmount Avenue lobby.

The theatre, as it stands, is felt by most to be a local landmark.

and architecture provide visual significance within the area.

They reopened the theatre on August 1, 1927 and are today,
Their plans for the building's future use include a Burger King
The community, however, has petitioned against this.
Scale, proportion
This is threatened by

the entry of a Burger King whose owners intend to make changes to the Greenmount
Avenue exterior which would render it unrecognizeable when compared to its present state.
Needless to say, the building would then cease to visually represent the heritage and

reputation that has been acquired.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE et
Micheld®“Beleco, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION ' BAE
Commission for Hist. % Arch. Pres. 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-1,866
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore

Marvland 2J202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Boulevard Theater

3302 Greenmount Avenue
Block 3883 Lot 002
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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